[Treatment of systemic mastocytosis].
Systemic mastocytosis is a rare disease, characterized by mast cells proliferation in various organs. Two types of clinical manifestations can be distinguished: those related to mast cells mediators release and those related to tumoral proliferation involving different organs, these later defining aggressive systemic mastocytosis. Until recently, treatment was mainly symptomatic, without anti tumoral effect. These last years, advances have been made in the understanding of the disease with the discovery of the c-kit oncogene mutation and the approach of the disease as a myeloproliferative disorder. Based on experiences acquired in the treatment of this kind of disorders, evaluation of new therapeutics, such as cladribine or combination of interferon-alpha and cytarabine is in progress. At least, tyrosine kinase inhibitors, a new family of molecules, are able of inhibiting some types of the mutated c-kit protein and one of them, imatinib mesylate, has shown a great efficacy in the treatment of gastro intestinal stromal tumors (GIST) which also involves the c-kit mutation. By analogy, treatment of patients with c-kit susceptible mutation might be treated with this molecule.